UNDERSTANDING
PERTUSSIS

» SYMPTOM OVERVIEW!

» Early symptoms (first two weeks):

» Severity and duration
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LET’S TALK ABOUT VACCINES!

» Progression and acute symptoms (one » Recovery phase
to six weeks, can extend up to 10 weeks)

» TYPES OF VACCINE®

DTP is the general global name of the vaccine that includes diphtheria,
tetanus and pertussis.

y DTap: &‘}{ Tdap:

The DTap formulation is The Tdap formulation is a booster
available for children aged EliEes (i iraneen) gty By
six weeks to six years, the diphtheria and pertussis

antigens)? for people aged seven

years and older.

» COMMON SIDE EFFECTS OF PERTUSSIS VACCINE

« Localised symptoms such as pain, redness or swelling at the injection site. Other symptoms include
fever, headache, fatigue, nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea®

- Pharmacists should emphasise the importance of consulting healthcare providers if these symptoms
intensify or persist.




» PERTUSSIS VACCINATION IN ADULTS » RESOURCES

Vaccines are the best protection against pertussis and its complications. All adolescents and adults should
receive a Tdap vaccine booster every 10 years after completing the primary vaccination schedule in childhood.3

Although vaccination is recommended in all adults, it should be emphasised in the following groups:

@ Individuals with chronic respiratory conditions

Adults living with asthma or COPD may be at increased risk of pertussis.* Such individuals face a higher
probability of hospitalisation upon contracting the infection and have a higher likelihood of experiencing asthma
or COPD exacerbations 4

Pregnant individuals

* Tdapshould be given during each pregnancy (between 27-36 weeks) to protect infants from
ife-threatening complications from pertussis.
* Forindividuals not previously vaccinated with Tdap (i.e, during adolescence, adulthood, or a previous
pregnancy), if Tdapis not administered during pregnancy, Tdap should be administered immediately postpartum.s

Older adults*
Older adults are atincreased risk of developing complications from pertussis.5

Adults who have or anticipate having close contact with an infant up to 12 months old should
also receive a booster to protect the infant.

» ROLE OF PHARMACISTS

Pharmacists should stand ready to Pharmacists play a pivotal rolein

@ provide advice and address any @ promoting vaccination awareness and
questions regarding the pertussis uptake, and advocating for vaccination.
vaccine.

*Age recommendations for vaccinations of older adults may vary per country. Check your local and national guidelines.
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